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Nigeria's affordable private school sector continues to expand, creating a significant 

opportunity for financial institutions to increase education lending. Drawing on evidence 

from 43 School Leadership Academy workshops conducted across 20 states

between 2023 and 2026, this report examines the profile of affordable private schools, 

their financing needs, barriers to credit, and implications for financial institutions.
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LOAN PURPOSE

Demand for finance is investment-led

Access barriers remain significantSuccessful loans

Following School Leadership Academy participation, the proportion of
school owners planning to apply for a School Improvement Loan
increased by 20 percentage points, demonstrating the value of financial
education and direct engagement with financial institutions.
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Implications for financial insitutions
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